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Dear Parents, Guardians, and Families, 

 

 As we venture into the next decade of the twenty-first century, the Clark-
Wilkins School communities will continue to address and tackle the challenges 
posed by being members of a global learning community. Education continues to 
play a critical role in preparing our children for the tasks and problems they will 
face as technology, communication, and expectations continue to change.  
Currently working at desks in our many classrooms, the future scientists,  
physicians, engineers, politicians, and educators of the next generation learn the 
skills they will need to be successful citizens of a vast and ever changing society. 
The role parents and educators share in preparing the next  
generation cannot be underestimated. The responsibility we share places an  
important burden upon all of us. In Amherst, we find ourselves in the very  
fortunate position of living and working in a community that values public  
education as a tremendous asset. 

 In late January, we will hit the mid-point of the school year—a critical time 
to assess student progress. Communication between families and teachers must 
flow in both directions in order for all students to succeed. Teachers can meet with 
families at any point in time during the year—not just on targeted conference 
dates. Phone conversations, email messages, and face to face meetings can each 
serve as a valuable home and school communication tool. When in doubt,  
communication can typically help to clarify a situation. Changes in behavior,  
attitude, homework habits, eating patterns, or friendships can affect children at 
home and school, which requires home and school communication to assess the 
situation. 

 My wish for all students, families, and teachers during 2010 will be for  
everyone to experience great success at school, to develop and maintain a love of 
reading, calculating, and thinking, and to contribute to the Clark-Wilkins learning 
communities in positive and productive ways. 

 

     Best wishes for much success and joy, 

 

     Gerry St. Amand 

From the Desk of Gerry St. Amand 

Special points of interest: 

Late Start  Jan. 12 

Martin Luther King Day Jan. 18 (No School) 
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Kindergarten Registration Feb. 10 

Happy New Year to All! 
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Weekend Travels with Mrs. McIntyre  

“Safe Refuge” 

 

 Thanks to President Theodore Roosevelt who 

established the first wildlife refuge in 1903 in Florida’s 

Pelican Island, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service now 

manages more than 150 million acres of protected land 

in the National Wildlife Refuge System. 551 national 

refuges plus 37 wetland management districts can be 

found all across America. Three of our favorites are 

nearby.  The Great Bay National Wildlife Refuge is 

located in Newington, New Hampshire. It is just one of 

4 in New Hampshire.  Wapack is 20 miles west of 

Nashua, John Hay is in Newbury, New Hampshire, and 

Lake Umbagog that is described as a northern treasure 

is in Errol in Coos County. Massachusetts has 11 wildlife refuges and 2 of our favorites are the Parker 

River Refuge in Newburyport and the Great Meadows Wildlife Refuge in Concord, Massachusetts.  In 

each of these areas, we like to walk the trails, look for birds, and view wildlife. These areas are often less 

known and much quieter for bird watching and wildlife viewing.  After photographing and enjoying the 

quiet beauty of the frozen Sudbury River last January in the Great Meadows Wildlife Refuge, Boston  

musician Richard Sebring composed ―The Gifts of Great Meadows‖ that was performed by the Boston 

Pops Orchestra this December in their holiday pops concerts.  We are greatly blessed to have these  

protected areas throughout the United States for hiking, viewing, and quiet reflection all four seasons of the 

year.  As an unknown author once wrote, ―Take care of the earth and she will take care of you.‖ For further 

information visit: www.fws.gov/refuges. 

January 12, 1893  The Vermont Maple Sugar Makers Association established the first  

    mandatory maple grading system in Morrisville, Vermont on this date.  The 

    association wanted to maintain maple quality and prevent false imports.  Sap 

    season will be here before we know it. 

 

January 17, 1790  Happy Birthday Thaddeus Fairbanks!  Why is Thaddeus Fairbanks famous?  

    He was the inventor of the platform scale which became the  standard  

    weighing device for industry, commerce, and private use.  Are you ready for 

    Invention Convention 2010? 

 

January 31, 1940  On this date, Ida May Fuller of Ludlow, Vermont received the first  Social  

    Security check ever issued in the United States.  It was check #00-000-001 for 

    $22.54.  Just 70 years ago Social Security began. 
 

To Learn...To Celebrate...To Enjoy    by Kathleen McIntyre  

TTTTTTTTTTT 

http://www.fws.gov/refuges
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Testing the Ice: A True Story about Jackie Robinson,  
by Sharon Robinson with illustrations by Kadir Nelson. 

 
Coretta Scott, by Ntozake Shange with paintings by Kadir Nelson. 

 
In just a few weeks, the American Library Association will announce the 2010 award winning 
books for children.  Not only will the Caldecott and the Newbery Awards receive special acclaim, 

but also the Coretta Scott King Award.  While it is often difficult to predict winners, I think Kadir Nelson has once 
again produced award winning titles.  Both Testing the Ice: A True Story about Jackie Robinson written by Sharon 
Robinson and Coretta Scott by Ntozake Shange include very powerful illustrations by Kadir Nelson that bring these 
famous Americans to life. Kadir Nelson has previously won awards for (ÅÎÒÙȭÓ &ÒÅÅÄÏÍ "ÏØȡ ! 4ÒÕÅ 3ÔÏÒÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
Underground Railroad, Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom, and We Are the Ship: The Story of 
Negro League Baseball, the Coretta Scott King Award winner in 2009.  Young readers are very fortunate to have  
illustrators like Kadir Nelson create books that are of an outstanding quality for all to enjoy. 

Professional Development Moments 

By Kathleen McIntyre 

A Book a Month 

by Kathleen McIntyre 

“Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought 

for with ardor and attended to with diligence.”                                                    

-Abigail Adams, 1780 

 During the winter months, many professional learning opportunities are available to the staff of the  

Amherst Schools.  The January Late Start will continue to focus on DI - Differentiated  

Instruction.  Teaching techniques that will be learned in the small collaborative study groups during these  

sessions will impact classroom teaching practices and student learning.  In addition, from  

January 14 – 16, several teachers and administrators will be attending the School Reform Initiative Winter 

Meeting in Boston.  Here I will join with colleagues from across the United States to groom my coaching skills 

and to learn new protocols.  February will bring another different learning activity for interested Amherst 

staff.  On February 11 th in the Wilkins Library from 3:15-5:00, I will be  

conducting a book talk on Charlotte Danielson’s book entitled, Talk about Teaching: Leading  
Professional Conversations.  The importance of this educational title is summed up in this editorial  

review by Carol Tomlinson, “This is a rare educational book that captures between two covers both the  

scholarship and the soul of teaching.  It is based on the simple premise that thoughtful  

conversations can change educational practice-but don’t be fooled into thinking the book is simplistic.  It asks 

leaders to guide those conversations based on their deep understanding of the art and  

science of teaching, and it makes explicit and accessible what that means.”  All of these activities continue to 

focus on professional learning that grows as teachers work and study together in  

professional learning communities. 

The Invention Convention Is Coming!  

Tuesday, January 12, 2010 (snow date Wednesday, January 13, 2010)  

 

Clark/Wilkins Invention Program Introductory meeting in the Wilkins Gym from 4:15 ð 5:00  

A very special program is planned! All interested parents and students are invited to attend.  

 

Tuesday, February 16, 2010  

Invention Convention and Awards in the  

Wilkins Gym from 6:00 - 8:30 PM.  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.janbrett.com/images/gingerbread_friends_jacket_400.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.janbrett.com/bookstores/gingerbread_friends_book.htm&usg=__U6GdBVTZvVnFqJfJvFdIOVGz50M=&h=323&w=400&sz=254&hl=en&start=2&um=1&tb
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Upcoming Events 
Jan. 12   Late Start—No AM Kindergarten 

   Invention Convention Meeting 4:15 – 5:00 

Jan. 13   School Store—3rd. Grade 

   Demgard Town Library  

Jan. 14   Tom Wahle –Techsploration (Electricity) – Gr. 3 

   Spelling Bee 10:30 – 11:30 (rain date, Jan. 15) 

Jan. 15   Bevilacqua Town Library  

Jan. 18   Martin Luther King Day – No School 

Jan. 20   School Store— 4th. Grade 

   Second Grade PMEC 

   Mellinger Town Library 9:30 – 10:45 

Jan. 21   Kevin Skarupa WMUR – 3rd grade presentation 

Jan. 22   Second Grade PMEC 

   Grades Close 

Jan. 27   School Store—1st. Grade 

   Grade 1 Storyteller, Steve Blunt (at Clark School) 

   Rondo Town Library 

Jan. 28   PMEC Energy - heat and light – Third Grade 

Jan. 29   PMEC Energy - heat and light – Third Grade 

   Tom Wahle – Techsploration (Simple Machines) – Gr. 4 

Feb. 1    PTA Family Math Night, grades K-2, 6:00 – 8:00 

Feb. 2   PMEC- Paul Scopa Visiting Wilkins 1st grade - Lesson on the Moon 

   PTA Family Math Night, grades 3 & 4, 6:00 – 8:00 

Feb. 3   Piotrowski Town Library 9:30 – 10:45 

   School Store—1st. Grade 

Feb. 5   Maryann Cocca-Leffler Visits K & 1st grades  

   Report Cards 

Feb. 9   Late Start—No PM Kindergarten 

Notice of Public Hearing On  

Purposed Budget Fiscal Year 2010-2011 

For Amherst School District 

Wednesday, January 13 7:00-8:00 PM 

Souhegan High School, 412 Boston Post Road 

This month begins the  

Celebration of the 250th Anniversary  
of the Incorporation of the  

Town of Amherst 

£ A grand celebration will be held on Sunday January 

17th,  festivities begin at 2:00 when school aged  

children are invited to light a commemorative tree on 

the town green.     

£ At 3:00, the Heritage Commission will host a com-

memorative ceremony in the Congregational Church 

sanctuary.   

£ The program will include several brief presentations on 

Amherst history from local residents, music and a  

reading of an official proclamation.  The Governor has 

been invited to attend. 

£ A reception will follow in the community room. 

The events are free and all citizens are encouraged to attend.  

For additional information, please contact Carolyn Quinn at   

673-3308 or ccq02@comcast.net. 

ÏMusic Program Date Change!! 

4th Grade Music Program has been changed to: 

February 10, 2010 

6:30 & 7:30 

(Rain Date 2/11) 

mailto:ccq02@comcast.net
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CLARK SCHOOL 

2010/2011 

NEW STUDENT REGISTRATION 

 

FOR:   Incoming Kindergarten students, 

  5 years old by 09/30/2010. 

First Grade students 

  new to the district,  

  6 years old by 9/30/2010. 

  Current students do not need to re-register. 

DATE:  Wednesday, February 10, 2010 

    * Snow date Wednesday, February 17, 2010 *  

PLACE: Clark School Multi-Purpose Room 

    14 Foundry Street 

    Amherst 

TIME:  9:00a.m. ð 2:00p.m. 

5:00p.m. ð 7:00p.m. 

Please bring original birth certificate and immunization records. 

All registration forms are available to download from our web page 

http://www1.sprise.com/clark/ 

Safety and Security Practices at Clark-Wilkins 
 

 As part of our ongoing effort to maintain safe schools and  

outside play and parking areas, staff members and students at 
Clark-Wilkins will be practicing various emergency procedures over 

the next few weeks. We will practice what to do in the event of 
“building lockdown” and a “shelter in place”, which might occur if 

there was an unsafe event or person inside or outside of the  

buildings. From our first-hand experience with a fire in the  
computer lab at Wilkins on the first day of school in August 2007, 

we recognize the importance of practicing drills regularly with staff 
members and students so that everyone feels comfortable with 

how to respond to various emergency situations. We adhere to the 
adage that “practice makes perfect”. Please feel comfortable  

speaking with your children about the practice procedures. 

 

      Gerry St. Amand 

Stocking for troops:  

 

This past December students from 

Wilkins sent letters to our 

troops. Below is a statement of  

appreciation we received .  

 

“This Year we had the most precious gift of all for the 
wounded soldiers. Students from Wilkins Elementary 

School poured out Compassion, Humor & Patriotism from 
their hearts in letters to the troops. 

YOU made a difference Ǆ thank you” 

Rev. Dr. Sami Mumper/ Chaps blievnurslf@aol.com 

 

http://www1.sprise.com/clark/
mailto:blievnurslf@aol.com
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All students receive guidance lessons in class that teach  
character education and support students to be successful 

academically, socially and emotionally in school. 

During the month of January, students will explore the ways 

they are alike and different. They will discuss their similarities and ap-

preciate their differences as they learn about tolerance and diversity in 

our world. 

 Other lessons will focus on self-esteem and recognizing 

strengths within themselves. Students will be encouraged to feel proud 

of their accomplishments and the accomplishments of others. These 

are important years in your childõs development and positive words and 

interactions are invaluable. 

Have a Happy New Year with fun-filled family memories! 

Suggested Readings: 

A Girl Named Helen Keller  ð Margo Lundell  

Arthur's Eyes  ð Marc Brown  

Arthur's Nose  ð Marc Brown  

Iõm Gonna Like Me ð Jamie Lee Curtis & Laura Cornall  

Itõs ok to be Different ð Todd Parr   

Martin Luther King Day  ð Mir Tamim Ansary  

Oh the Places Youõll Go ð Dr. Seuss  

The Blue Ribbon Day  ð Katie Couric  

The Childrenõs Book of Heroes ð William Bennett 

The Childrenõs Book of Virtues ð William Bennett  

The Story of Ruby Bridges  ð Robert Cole  

ClarkClark--WilkinsWilkins  

School CounselorsSchool Counselors  

  

Kristen Forsley 

603- 673- 2343 ext. 119 

kforsley@sprise.com 

 

Jane Lindsey 

603- 673- 4411, ext. 210 

 jlindsey@sprise.com 

 

Ann Shen 

603- 673- 4411, ext.523 

ashen@sprise.com 

Guidance News! 

Be A Star 
Be A Star Student!
Student!   

Be A Star 

Be A Star 

Student!

Student!   

mailto:kforsley@sprise.com
mailto:jlindsey@sprise.com
mailto:ashen@sprise.com
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Amherst PTA 

Family Math Nights 

 

 

 

 

This year's PTA Family Math Nights will have a carnival theme, and will include  

GAMES, ACTIVITIES, RAFFLES, PRIZES, and a MIDWAY!  

 

There will even be "mathemagicians" to amaze and astound us! 
 

Monday, February 1 will be focused on grades K-2 * 

Tuesday, February 2 will be focused on grades 3 and 4 * 

 

*Activities will be available for all ages on both nights if families can only attend one. 

  

The festivities will be held in the Wilkins multipurpose room from 6 to 8 pm.  

Come ready for a great night of carnival fun!  
Snow dates are Wednesday February 3 and/or Thursday February 4. 

  

For questions or additional information, please contact Karen Oates at 424 -0286 or karen_oates@comcast.net. 

From the nurses: 

 Along with the winter come many coughs and colds.  We have many children that are coming to the 
health office for cough drops right after coming in from recess.  We are reinforcing that sometimes we start 
coughing when we breathe in cold air but that the coughing should subside after being inside for awhile.  We 
are encouraging children to try to drink water and warm up rather than immediately taking a cough drop.  
Please help us by reminding your children that cough drops are a type of medication and are not necessary all 
of the time. 

 It would be very helpful for children to have a spare pair of socks in their backpacks for the winter.  
Sometimes feet will still get wet despite wearing boots and wet socks are not too comfortable.  Unfortunately 
the health office does not have a huge supply of socks, so unless socks are completely saturated we are unable 
to lend them out, so an extra pair in the backpack would be perfect! 

 We also do not have snow pants or boots to lend out when a student forgets theirs at home.  When 
this happens the student will need to remain on the pavement during recess rather than being allowed to play 
in the snow. 

 If there are any financial concerns for affording winter wear please contact us and we can get the  
appropriate winter wear for your child (coat, snow pants, boots). 

 It is still flu season, so continue with your healthy precautions including washing your hands and  
using good cough etiquette.  We continue to monitor illnesses within our school population; we appreciate 
your continuing to leave a reason for absence when calling your child out sick. Have a healthy January! 

mailto:karen_oates@comcast.net
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AUDITIONS ANNOUNCED FOR AMHERST  PTA PRODUCTION OF  

ñCHILDREN OF EDENò 

 

The Amherst PTA has announced that auditions for its 58th annual play, Children of Eden 

will be held Sunday, January 10th from 1 -3pm and Tuesday, January 12 from 6 –8pm both at 

Clark School, Foundry Street in Amherst.  This musical version of the story of creation 

spanning 1000 years from Adam and Eve through Noah and his family surviving the flood 

provides a wonderful opportunity for families to participate together in this production. We 

will be looking for talented individuals, 4th grade and up.    

 

An information sheet is posted on the PTA play website for character information and vocal 

ranges (www.amherstpta.org/play).  Please come prepared to sing and dance.  Those  

auditioning will be taught a brief dance.  Please bring clean, comfortable shoes.  Sheet music 

is important to bring and can be found for many songs on the web at sites such as  

sheetmusicdirect.com.  Those who would like to be considered for a major role are  

encouraged to sing a number from the show, or another Stephen Schwartz show such as 

Godspell, Wicked, Pippin and Working.    CD’s of Children of Eden are available from 

Amazon.  Casting will be posted on Wednesday,  January 13th with first rehearsal on  

Thursday, January 14th. 

 

The Amherst PTA has not pre-cast any roles for this show.  Preference will be given to  

residents of Amherst and Mont Vernon if all talents and abilities are equal.   

 

The annual PTA play raises funds to support programs benefiting children in the Amherst 

School system.  The show is directed by Alan Kaplan, with Choreography by Martha  

Holland and Music Direction by Joe Rojek.  Performances are April 8 – 11th at the  

Souhegan High School Theatre in Amherst.  If you liked Joseph and the Amazing  

Technicolor Dreamcoat, you will love Children of Eden! 

 

Good luck!  Additional information is available by contacting Co-Producer Jackie O’Dowd 

at JGO100@aol.com or calling 603-582-5211. 

 

 

 

http://www.amherstpta.org/play
mailto:JGO100@aol.com

