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 Dear Parents, Guardians, and Families, 

 As Novemberõs cooler temperatures and brisk breezes greet us each day, we can also 

look forward to annual events and special days throughout the month, such as Veteranõs Day, 

Thanksgiving, and official Parent-Teacher Conferences. The school calendar reflects that 

the late afternoon of Thursday, November 20, and the early afternoon of Friday, November 

21, 2008 are targeted Parent-Teacher conference times. Friday, November 21, will be an 

early release day for students, in order that teachers can be available from 12:30 to 3:15 for 

student conferences.  

Many teachers at Clark-Wilkins will begin their official conferences much earlier in 

November. Conferences should provide parents and teachers with additional information to 

understand each childõs learning style, factors that impact student learning, and strategies that 

will target ongoing growth. The conference should focus on the childõs academic, social, emo-

tional, and intellectual development. Results of recent assessments may be shared and should 

provide a snapshot of each childõs performance. Teachers will also report out on the overall 

growth and performance of each child since the school year began in late August. 

 Given the typical time limitations of parent-teacher conferences, both sides benefit 

from having specific questions or topics to address. If parents have already viewed the report 

cards, they can share specific questions about grades or comments. Teachers will typically 

share samples of student work with parents to highlight work habits and skill development. 

 Parent-teacher conferences should definitely be viewed as two-way streets where 

each party does some listening and some speaking. The ultimate goal of the conference 

should be to provide all participants with additional information about the child. Parent-

teacher conferences have been well documented as critical factors in supporting the education 

of children, particularly at the elementary level. In some instances, additional conference dates 

or times may need to be scheduled to assess progress more regularly. Keep in mind that email 

and phone conversations can also play a valuable role in communicating about children. 

 

      Gerry St. Amand  

From the Desk of Gerry St. Amand 

Special points of interest:  

Veteranôs DayðNov. 11 (NO SCHOOL) 

Report Cards November 14 

Parent Conferences November 20, 5:00ð8:00 

Early Release November 21, 12:00 

Parent Conferences, November 21, 1:00ð3:30 

Late Start December 2 

School Pictures Re-Takes December 0 

Weekend Travels 2 

To Learn...To Celebrate...To Enjoy 2 

Library News 2 & 4 

Professional Development Moments 3 

Upcoming Events 5 

News from the Nurses Office 7 

Technology News 10 & 11 
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To Learn...To Celebrate...To Enjoy   by Kathleen McIntyre  

Weekend Travels with Mrs. McIntyre   

òA Story to Telló 

NEW ENGLAND 
AQUARIUM PASSES 

Coming November 2008é 
 

Book Fair 

Food for SHARE 

More information to follow!  

Library News 

    

 Gettysburg, Pennsylvania was the sight of one of the most significant battles in Ameri-

can history.  While the Battle of Gettysburg was fought July 1-3, 1863, more than 145 years 

ago, it continues to be studied in great depth by historians in the 21st century.  A visit to Get-

tysburg is now enhanced by the new Gettysburg National Military Park Museum and Visitor 

Center that opened on April 14 th.  In addition to hundreds of exhibits, the museum includes a 

film for each day of the battle and a multi-media production entitled, òNew Birth of Freedom.ó  In 

September, the massive Cyclorama painting entitled, òThe Battle of Gettysburgó reopened 

after a $15 million conservation project.  November 19th is the anniversary of Lincolnõs Gettysburg Address.  As these 

famous words of President Abraham Lincoln are quietly read in the museum, visitors reflect on this speech that redefined 

our nation.   

 As visitors tour the battlefield, walk the museum, and view a multitude of images, they realize that in the small town 

of Gettysburg many, many stories are still being told.  Travel from Amherst, New Hampshire to Gettysburg, Pennsyl-

vania is 400 miles but ever so important for all Americans in their understanding of our nationõs history. 

 

November 1, 1959 The hockey mask was invented on this day by goalie Jacques Plante of the Mont-

real Canadiens.  After stopping many hockey pucks with his face and suffering the 

consequences of numerous stitches, he made for himself the first fiberglass and 

resin mask.  Quickly, other goalies in the National Hockey League began wearing 

this invention.  Are you ready for Invention Convention 2009? 

 

November 9, 1989 On this day, the Berlin Wall came down.  This 27.9 mile wall had been built across 

the city during the night of August 13, 1961.  On November 9, 1989, citizens of 

both sides walked freely through the barrier while others danced on top to celebrate 

the end of a historic 28-year era. 

 

November 29, 1832 Happy Birthday Louisa May Alcott!  This American author is best remembered for 

her book Little Women.  In Concord, Massachusetts, a visit to her home, the Or-

chard House, tells of her family, life, and writings. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Amherst Junior 
Womenôs Club, Walk-a-Thon money has again pro-
vided daily passes to the New England Aquarium. 
Call Kathleen McIntyre at the Wilkins Library 673-
4411 ext. 207 or email kmcintyre@sprise.com  for 
further information. Plan to enjoy a great day at the 
New England Aquarium with your family this year! 
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The Moon over Star, by Dianna Hutts Aston with illustrations by 
Jerry Pinkney. 
 
 In 2009, America will celebrate the 40 th  anniversary of the 
first moon landing.  Jerry Pinkney and Dianna Aston remember this 
historic event in their new book, The Moon over Star.  The simple, 
but emotional text is beautifully complimented with artwork by the 
five-time, Caldecott winning illustrator Jerry Pinkney.  Children and 
adults alike will find this new title a special tribute to America ôs 
accomplishments on July 20, 1969.  Come by our school libraries to 
enjoy this very special new book. 

 

 
 

 

Professional Development Moments 

By Kathleen McIntyre 

A Book a Month 

by Kathleen McIntyre 

ñA writer needs three things: 

experience, observation, and 

imagination.ò 

 - William Faulkner 

 

On Saturday November 1, I attended the 32nd Annual Keene State College Childrenôs Literature Festival.  This glori-

ous autumn day was highlighted with presentations by five renowned authors and illustrators of childrenôs books.  The 

speakers included: 

Carolyn Coman (author) and Rob Shepperson (illustrator) ï 

Many Stones, What Jamie Saw (Newbery Honor), The Big House, and more. 

 

Andrew Glass ï illustrator of The Tortoise and the Hare Race Again, The Wondrous Whirligig, and many others. 

 

Eric Kimmel ï author of 50+ books including Hershel and the Hanukkah Goblins, McElderryôs Book of Greek 

Myths, Stormyôs Hat, and many other favorites. 

 

Steven Kellogg ï author and illustrator of 110 books including the Pinkerton books, the Jimmyôs Boa books, and 

many folktale favorites. 

 

Jerry Pinkney ï childrenôs illustrator who won the Caldecott Honor Medal 5 times and the Coretta Scott King 

Award 5 times.  His newest titles are The Moon over Star and The All I Ever Want Christmas Doll. 

 

While I enjoyed all five speakers, Jerry Pinkneyôs presentation was filled with the quiet warmth that flows from the 

illustrations in his books.  Each year many wonderful titles come from these five authors and illustrators as well as so 

many others. 
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Food for Share:  
In the Clark and Wilkins School Libraries, from November 3-25, 
we will be collecting for the SHARE Food Pantry that serves 
people in Amherst, Milford, Brookline, and Mont Vernon. 
Canned goods and other nonperishable food can be brought to 
the libraries before school, after school, during open library 
times, lunchtime, and during regular library class time.  The 
food collected at Wilkins will be kept in the library window 
until Thanksgiving. Clark School will collect the food in the 
SHARE barrel. 

Clark/Wilkins Book Fair:  
The Book Fair is coming Wednesday, November 19 through 
Tuesday, November 25. It will be held at the Wilkins School for 
both Clark and Wilkins students to visit.  The Clark School chil-
dren will walk to the Book Fair during a special time that week 
while the Wilkins School children will visit during their regu-
larly scheduled library class. The Book Fair will be open for 
parents to visit during conference times and the times listed 
below.  

Book Fair Times 

Book Fair Open to the Public 
Wednesday, Nov. 19  

 7:30a.m. ð 8:30 a.m. 

 11:50a.m. ð 12:40 p.m. 

 2:45 p.m. ð 3:00 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 20  

 7:30 a.m. ð 9:30 a.m. 

 11:50a.m. ð 12:40 p.m. 

 2:45 p.m. ð 8:00 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 21   

 7:30 a.m. ð 8:30 a.m. 

 11:45 a.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

Monday, Nov. 24  

 7:30 a.m. ð 8:30 a.m. 

 11:20a.m. ð 12:50 p.m. 

 2:45 p.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 25  

 7:30 a.m. ð 8:30 a.m. 

 11:50a.m. ð 12:50 p.m. 

 2:45 p.m. ð 4:00 p.m. 

 

 If any parent or family would like to donate a new 
book to the Clark or Wilkins Library to remember a special per-
son or occasion, please see Kathleen McIntyre, Librarian.  All 
donated books will be given a special bookplate and will be 
enjoyed by all. 

 Also available in the Wilkins School Library are the 
free passes to the New England Aquarium.  To reserve a special 
date or for further information, contact Kathleen McIntyre at 
the Wilkins School at 673-4411, ext. 207, or email kmcin-
tyre@sprise.com.  

For further information on any of these library programs, 
please call or email Kathleen McIntyre. 

Next Month: 
Clark/Wilkins Invention Convention Program News! Donõt 
waité think about your invention today. 

 

  

The Wilkins School Library is automated! 

The Wilkins School Library is now online 

with all circulation totally automated. The 

Clark School Library collection is online 

with automated circulation to start in De-

cember. After years of waiting, this is truly 

a joyful celebration! 

 

LIBRARY NEWS from Kathleen McMcIntyre  
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Nov. 10   4th Grade Statehouse/Planetarium (Gilpin/Bacon)  

Nov. 11   No School  

Nov. 12   Kindergarten Coffee Chat -  AM: 10:15 -10:45     PM: 12:30-1:00 

    School Store ð 3rd grade 

    Nagy Town Library, 9:15 ð 10:45 

    Rondo Town Library, 1:30 ð 2:40 

Nov. 13   Reflections Parent Info Sessions ð MPR ð 11:00-11:45 and 3:00-3:45 

Nov. 14   Clark/Wilkins Report Cards go home  

Nov. 18- 25   Clark/Wilkins Book Fair  

Nov. 18    Ladeau ð Town Library Visit ð 1:20 ð 2:30 

Nov. 19   School Store ð 4th grade 

    Polio Town Library, 9:15 ð 10:45 

    St. GeorgeTown Library, 1:30 ð 2:40 

Nov. 20   Parent Conferences 5:00 ð 8:00 

Nov. 21   Early Release 12:00 

    Parent Conferences 1:00 ð 3:30 

Nov. 26-28   Thanksgiving Break 

Dec. 2    Late Start  

Dec. 3    School Store ð 1st grade 

    Vaupel Town Library, 9:15 ð 10:45 

    Ireland Town Library, 1:30 ð 2:40 

    Clark/Wilkins Staff Meeting, 3:15 ð Clark  

Dec. 4    Picture Re-takes 

Dec. 5    Mikkola Town Library, 1:30 ð 2:40 

Upcoming Events 
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 HOLIDAY TOY STORE 

 

 The Holiday Toy Store, in its 21st year,   is a 
special event in December that gives parents in finan-
cial need from Milford, Brookline, Mont Vernon and Am-
herst an opportunity to choose holiday gifts for their 
children, free of charge, from the specially set -up Holi-
day Toy Store.   This is a cross community effort be-
tween non-profit organizations, businesses, churches 
and individuals.  In the spirit of the season we are ask-
ing for your generosity in supporting this effort.   We 
are asking for new, unwrapped toys for infants 
through teenagers, as well as, new hats, mittens and 
gloves.  Donations may be left in collection boxes found 
at the Amherst library, Kringle ôs Toy Shoppe, 
Fredrickôs, Hampshire Hills, Clark and Wilkinsô schools, 
as well as, other locations.   Boxes will be labeled as 
Holiday Toy Store.   Monetary donations are also 
greatly appreciated by December 10th, with checks 
made out to Holiday Toy Store and mailed to PO Box 
6, Amherst, NH 03031.  All monetary donations go to-
wards buying toys. 

KINDERGARTEN  

COFFEE CHAT  

Please 

Come!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of the Clark Schoolõs  

Kindergarten Coffee Collaborative  is to: 

foster relations and partnerships between parents  

and school educators 

and support student enthusiasm for learning 

 

When:  Wednesday, November 12  

Morning Parents ð 10:15 ð 10:45  

Afternoon Parents ð 12:30 ð 1:00  

Where: Reading Room  

 

Agenda: Christine Disco-Lipkin is our Occupational 

Therapist  who will explain her role within the school 

setting and  share some great activities that may be 

done at home with your child. 

 

For planning, if you could call to let us know you 

will be coming, we would GREATLY appreciate 

it!  

(673 -2343 ð just leave a message).  Thank you!  

 

 

Office  
News! 

NWEA Results  

Parents of students in grades 2,3 

and 4 will be receiving individual 

NWEA testing results with report 

cards  in November.   Please access 

the Parent Toolkit at http://www.nwea.org/
assets/downloads/930/Parent%20Toolkit.pdf 
for further information and answers 

to frequently asked questions.  

http://www.nwea.org/assets/downloads/930/Parent%20Toolkit.pdf
http://www.nwea.org/assets/downloads/930/Parent%20Toolkit.pdf
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 There have been many questions and concerns about the flu. The 

flu is a contagious respiratory illness (not a stomach flu, or a bad cold). 

In the US, more than 200,000 people are hospitalized from flu complica-

tions each year, and about 36,000 people are expected to die from flu. 

Some people, such as older people, young children, and people with cer-

tain health conditions, are at high risk for serious flu complications. How 

can I protect myself from getting the flu if I cannot get a flu shot?  

The Center for Disease Control (CDC) now specifically recommends flu 

vaccination for children 6 months through 18 years.  Besides being vaccinated there are some other 

measures that everyone  should take to prevent transmission of the flu:  

Wash hands frequently with soap and hot water for at least 20 seconds;  

Use a tissue to cover your nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing, then dispose of tissue 

and wash your hands; 

Rinse and dry hands with a disposable towel and use towel to turn faucet off;  

Stay home from work or school if you have flu -like symptoms until 48 hours after symptoms 

stop;  

Refrain from visiting a nursing home if you have flu - like symptoms;  

Eat right, exercise, and get plenty of sleep ; and 

Do not share utensils, such as silverware.  

The cold weather has snuck up on us.  Please dress your child appropriately for the weather.  

The mornings tend to be cold and with a little warm up later.  Layers are a good idea!  Also, please 

encourage your child to bring their own hat and mittens/gloves. If they are not needed then they 

can be stored in their backpack, but if they are needed they are readily available.  The nursesõ of-

fice is not equipped to have an endless supply for students.  

We have also had a few confirmed cases of chicken pox.  Please understand that just because your 

child was vaccinated, does not guarantee immunity.  Sub -clinical cases may be confused with other 

rashes or possibly bug bites. School policy is that a child with a rash of unknown origin will not be 

permitted to attend school until there is documentation from a primary care provider.  

 

St. Patrick SHARE Program helps families who are suffering financial hardships.  They offer food 

baskets for Thanksgiving and food baskets and gifts for Christmas.  If you have not already spo-

ken to one of us and if this service would be helpful to your family, please call the SHARE office 

directly at 673 -9898 as soon as possible.  All calls are kept confidential.  

Deanna Cordts, RN and Nance Panasiti, RN 

 

   

Nurses News! 
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Parenting Talk at Milford Middle School  

The 9th Annual  
AJWC Turkey Trot  
will be held Friday, No-

vember 28th.  Come 

walk or run off your 

Thanksgiving dinner 

with our 5K, or One 

Mile Fun Run.  Don't miss your chance 

to get a commemorative T-shirt, given 

to the first 100 entrants!   Register on-

line NOW at Coolrunning.com, or look 

for the registration forms at the Am-

herst Town Library and Sportshoe Cen-

ter starting October 15th.  Prizes, re-

freshments, professional timing, and lots 

of fun!!  E-mail Mary Lou Mullens at 

AmherstTurkeyTrot@comcast.net.  

Wilkins 

80 Boston Post Rd 

Amherst, NH 03031 

603-673-4411 Phone 

603-672-0968 Fax 

WWW.SPRISE.COM 
KATHY JOHNSONñE DITOR 

Clark School 

 14 Foundry St. 

Amherst, NH 03031 

603-673-2343 Phone 

603-672-5114 Fax 

Principalôs News Letter 
Parent- to- Parent presents the 
second in a series of five parent-
planned interactive talks for parents of 
elementary and middle school students 
on Tues. Nov. 18.  The topic is:  òMood 
Swings and an Attitude: Understanding 
Your Teen and Preteenó.  Presenter 
Jane Richards- Jones is Parent Educator 
and mother of two young adults, one 
step child and several grandkids.  She 
has a Masters from Teachers College, 
Columbia. Ms. Richards- Jones will 
concentrate on changes in behavior 
and how to improve communication 
and cooperation in the family.  The talk 
will be held at the Milford Middle 
School from 6:30 to 8:00 PM.   There 
is no fee for the talk. Light refresh-
ments will be provided.  

 

òGames Galoreó, a recreational program 
for students aged 3- 14 will be held at 
the same time as the talk.  Older stu-
dents will have open gym time and 
make a gumdrop turkey centerpiece.  
For younger students there will be a 
seasonal craft, stories and games.  A 
complimentary snack of doughnuts 
and cider will be provided. Games Ga-
lore is free if a parent attends the talk.  

 
The talks are sponsored by NH Chil-
drenõs Trust Fund, CAST (Community 
Action for Safe Teens), MMS Enrich-
ment, The Youth Council, Nashua, 
Brookline Lions Club, Brookline 
Womenõs Club, and Milford ES PTO.. 
For questions contact Libby Anderson 
at mmsenrich@charter.net or 672-
9876. 

Reflections Info Session 
 

What:  An Information Session for the National PTA 
Arts program Reflections  

 
Who:  Any student from the Amherst school district 

grades K-12 with a parent  
 

When:  Thursday, November 13, 2008 
2 Sessions: 

 
11:00-11:45 a.m. 

OR 
3:00 -3:45 p.m. 

 
** Please do not arrive prior to 3 pm due to bus pick up 

time**  
Where:  Clark School Multipurpose Room (MPR) 

We will be on hand to answer any questions you may 
have about the program and kids can also start on pro-
jects for the program.  We will have paper, art supplies, 

and books to help inspire kidsõ ideas. 
Hope to see you there! 

 
Contact Wendy Conway at 672 -5679 or Shelly Kayser 

at 673 -6457 with any questions.  

mailto:mmsenrich@charter.net



